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FINDINGS OF FACT

1. The f ormer Seat tle Army Chemical Pl ant was l oca t ed in Seattl e , Washi ngton
on Governmen t Lot 6, Sect ion 19 , Townsh ip 24N, Range 4E, Wi l l ame t t e Merid ian .

2. The site consisted of 15. 60 acres purchased in fee (Deed da t ed 27 J u ly
1943 , and recorded a t Vol . 2150 o f Deeds , Page 244 , King Count y Audit or ) . In
add i t ion, perpe tua l easements for a ra i l r oa d s pur were acquired from the
Ouwamish Shipyard , Inc . (0 .03 acre) and f rom t he General Const ruct i on Company
(0 . 15 ac r e ) .

3. The plant , formerly t he Carli sle Lumbe r Company , was retrofitted t o
produce ac t i va t ed cha rcoa l for use i n ga s mask s . Ext en sive r emodel ing and the
insta l la tion of new ma nufac t uring equ ipment by t he Chemi ca l Wa r fare Service
resul t ed i n a pl ant ope r a ting ca pac i t y o f 5 t ons per day .

4 . The fac ilit y cea sed opera tion s during 1944, and was out leased t o t he
Re i chh old Chemic a l Company bet ween 1945 and 1961. Re ichhol d was pr ohibited
f rom using cer t ain build ings and por tions o f the prope r t y , and was requ ired,
as pa r t of thei r lease , t o maintain the charcoal produc tion equ i pment in
" st andby" condi tion . Re i chho l d made si gnif i cant improvement s t o t he proper t y
as par t o f the i r r es i n/forma l dehyde produc t ion plant . The Rei chh ol d l eas e
ex pi r ed in December 1961, and no sa ti s f ac to ry bids we re r eceived by the
Government t o l ease the pr ope r ty . While unused , the s i te was guarded and
ma i ntained by the Army Mater i al Comma nd . Subsequent l y , the pr ope r ty was
determined t o be exces s, and co nve yed by qui tclaim dee d t o the Por t o f Seat t le
on I June 1964 without any r es tri ctions or con di tions . The Gov er nment's
i n te res t in per pe tua l railroad easement s was also conveyed t o the Port at t hat
time .

5 . In 1965, t he Port demoli sh ed the pl ant and graded t he site t o mak e the
proper ty av ai l able for r edeve l opment . The Kai ser Cement Corporat i on purcha sed
the en t ire si t e in 1969, and has built a cement storage and d istr ibution
f acility on abo ut 2/3rds of the l and . Aside fr om a few conc r e t e fo otings f r om
the orig i na l build ings , there a r e no i ndications o f any DOD r el a t ed activi ty
on the pr operty . There is no ev i den ce o f uns a fe struc ture s or debris ,
ha za r dous or t oxic was t e , or unexp loded ordnance resu lting fr om DOD use of the
site .



FIOWA041600

DETERMI NATION

Based on t he fo regoing find i ngs of fact, t he s i t e has been dete rmi ned t o have
been f or me r l y us ed by t he DOD . Ho~eve r , t here is no evide nce of unsafe
co nd i t ions resul ting from DOD use o f t he site. There f ore it i s dete rmi ned
that an env i r onment a l r es t or a t i on projec t i s not an appr opr iate unde r t aking
wi t h i n t he purvie~ of the De f ens e Environment a l Restora tion Prog r am,
estab l ished unde r 10 USC 2701 et seq ., fo r t he r easons stat ed above .
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